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Protecting Your Family and Legacy

Welcome

This guide is designed for persons in St. Vincent and the Grenadines who want a clearer understanding of
wills, estate planning, executors, guardians, trustees and the practical decisions that should be made
before a will is signed. It is written in plain language, but with the structure and care expected from a legal
professional.

Estate planning is not only about what happens after death. It is also about reducing confusion, protecting
vulnerable family members, preserving property, and making it easier for trusted people to act when the
time comes.

Important note

This guide is general information only. It is not a substitute for legal advice on your personal facts. The correct
approach may depend on title documents, family relationships, foreign assets, debts, business interests, joint
ownership, beneficiary designations and current court requirements.

Inside this guide

. Estate planning at a glance

. Why a will matters

. What a will can do and what it cannot do

. Executors, trustees, guardians and beneficiaries

. What to prepare before drafting

. Basic validity points to discuss in St. Vincent and the Grenadines
. Planning for children, property and business

. Common mistakes and what happens after signing
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. Probate, administration and practical next steps

10. Estate planning checklist, FAQs and contact details

The goal is simple: help you put your affairs in order with dignity, clarity and foresight.
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Estate planning at a glance

A will is one part of a wider estate plan. A strong plan identifies what you own, who should act for you,
who should benefit, how minor children should be protected, and how the original documents will be

stored and reviewed.

Know what you own

Create a working list of land, bank accounts,
vehicles, business interests, insurance, personal
items, debts and digital assets.

Decide who benefits

Separate specific gifts from the residue of your estate
so that everything is accounted for, including items
acquired later.

Sign properly

Execution matters. A carefully drafted will can still fail
if it is not properly signed, witnessed, stored and
reviewed.

Broader estate planning

Choose trusted decision-makers

Select an executor and an alternate. Where children
or vulnerable beneficiaries are involved, think about
trustees and guardians as well.

Protect children and dependants

A will can name a guardian, provide a structure for
maintenance and education, and reduce uncertainty
after your death.

Review over time

Major life events such as marriage, separation,
births, deaths, migration or a new business should
trigger a review.

Depending on your circumstances, your planning may also include beneficiary designations, joint ownership
reviews, life insurance considerations, business succession planning, and in some cases powers of attorney or

other lifetime arrangements.
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Why a will matters

A will lets you say clearly how you want your possessions to be distributed. Without one, the law of
intestacy decides who inherits, and that legal outcome may be very different from your personal wishes.

« It allows you to direct who receives property, money and personal belongings.

« It allows you to include persons who may be close to you but who may not automatically benefit under
intestacy.

« It lets you appoint an executor to manage the estate rather than leaving that issue for dispute.
¢ It can help you provide for minor children through guardianship and trust arrangements.

« It can reduce delay, confusion and emotional strain for loved ones.

Without a will With a will

Your estate may have to be administered under the You create a clearer road map for the persons left
rules of intestacy. Loved ones you expected to behind. While no document removes every difficulty,
benefit may receive nothing simply because the law a well prepared will usually makes administration
does not recognise the relationship in the way you more orderly and more defensible.

assumed.

This point is especially important in blended families. Official public legal education material in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines highlights that persons such as step-children are not automatically entitled under
intestacy merely because they are close to you. Your will is the place to speak with certainty.
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What a will can do - and what it cannot do

A good will is powerful, but it is not magic. It works best when its limits are understood.

A will can

Appoint an executor. Make specific gifts. Deal with
the residue of your estate. Name guardians for minor
children. Create trusts or hold assets for
beneficiaries who should not receive property
outright. Record funeral wishes and administrative
directions.

Useful drafting habits

 Use full legal names where possible.

A will cannot

Transfer property you do not own. Cure unclear title
documents. Override every asset that passes by
survivorship or outside the estate. Replace a proper
review of business, tax, debt and lifetime planning
issues. Fix a will that was badly executed or badly
stored.

e Describe land and major assets with enough precision to avoid confusion.

¢ Include alternate beneficiaries and alternate executors.

« Ensure the residue clause catches everything not specifically gifted.

* Review whether jointly held assets or assets abroad need separate planning.
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Key people in a will

These appointments matter almost as much as the gifts themselves. Choose people who are trustworthy,
organised, available and willing to act.

The person who applies for probate if needed, gathers the estate, pays proper

Executor expenses and debts, and distributes the estate according to the will.

Alternate executor A backup choice in case your first executor dies, refuses to act or is unable to act.

Beneficiary A person or organisation that receives a gift under the will.

Guardian A person named to care for minor children if the need arises. This is one of the most
emotionally important appointments in a family will.

Trustee A person who holds and manages money or property for a minor or another

beneficiary who should not take the gift outright.

Practical note on executors

Public legal education material in St. Vincent and the Grenadines explains that an executor is generally
responsible for funeral expenses first, then for gathering money owed to the estate, paying proper bills and
liabilities, and finally distributing property in accordance with the will.
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What to prepare before drafting

A thoughtful consultation is much easier when you arrive with an organised working file. You do not need
perfection. You do need a sensible inventory and clear intentions.

. Your full name, address, occupation, marital status and information on children or
Personal details
dependants.
People you want to Full names and, where possible, addresses of executors, alternates, guardians,
mention trustees and beneficiaries.
Asset list Land, houses, bank accounts, credit union accounts, vehicles, investments, business

interests, pensions, insurance, jewellery, family heirlooms and digital assets.
Debt list Mortgages, loans, credit obligations, guarantees and known liabilities.

Specific gifts, funeral wishes, charitable gifts, directions for family property, and any

Special wishes . .
beneficiary who needs extra structure or protection.

Capacity and prudence

Official will-planning material in St. Vincent and the Grenadines recommends that if you are advanced in age or
have been unwell, it may be prudent to obtain medical confirmation supporting your mental competence or sound
mind at the time of execution. This is often a practical safeguard against later dispute.
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Basic validity points to discuss in St. Vincent
and the Grenadines

The exact drafting approach should be settled with counsel, but the following practical points are
especially important in local will-planning guidance and court practice.

< A will should be signed by the person making it, with the required intention and mental capacity.
* Two witnesses are generally needed to witness the signature and to witness each other sign.

« Witnesses do not need to read the will, but they should properly observe the signing process.

« A witness, or the spouse of a witness, should not be treated as a beneficiary under the will.

« If the will has more than one page, number the pages and sign in the appropriate places so the
document reads as one executed instrument.

» Marriage can affect an earlier will. Divorce does not necessarily cancel an existing will, so review is
critical after a relationship change.

» Once a will is signed and witnessed, do not cross out words or write changes on it. Use a properly
executed codicil or a new will.

Why execution is so important

Many estate disputes do not begin with bad intentions. They begin with informal changes, missing pages,
uncertain witnessing, or a document that no one can confidently prove. Proper execution is one of the cheapest
forms of dispute prevention.
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Planning for children, property and business

A will should do more than list names. It should anticipate the practical burdens that may arise after death.

For children

Local public legal guidance emphasises that a parent should appoint a guardian for minor children and
should also consider naming a trustee to hold and manage money or property left for them. This can be
crucial where education, maintenance and housing need to be managed over time rather than handed

over immediately.

For land and the family home

Be precise. Use proper descriptions, check title documents, and think carefully about who should occupy,
inherit or maintain the property. In some families, a life interest or staggered arrangement may be more
sensible than an outright immediate transfer.

For a business or professional practice

If you own a business, shares, or a professional practice, succession planning should be addressed
expressly. Authority to sign, continuity of operations, treatment of staff, control of business accounts and
the eventual transfer or sale of the enterprise should be thought through early, not after a crisis.

Residual estate clause

One of the most important parts of a will is the clause dealing with the residue - that is, everything left after debts,
expenses and specific gifts have been dealt with. If the residue is not clearly addressed, avoidable problems can

arise.
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Common mistakes

Most problems arise from avoidable oversights rather than complex law.

Unclear gifts

Leaving 'the house' or 'my land' without a proper
description can invite argument.

Witness problems

Using a witness who benefits - or whose spouse
benefits - can place the gift at risk.

Poor storage

An unsigned draft, a photocopy, or a missing original
can undermine the whole process.
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No alternates

If an executor or beneficiary dies first and no
substitute is named, the estate can become harder to
administer.

No update after life changes

Marriage, births, deaths, migration, major purchases
and business changes all justify review.

Handwritten changes after signing

Cross-outs and margin notes often create more
trouble than clarity. Re-execute properly instead.
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After the will is signed

Execution is not the end of the exercise. Storage, communication and review are just as important.

Storage

Public legal education material in St. Vincent and the Grenadines advises that the original will may be filed
in the Registry where it remains sealed until needed. Whether you use that option or another secure
method, the key point is that the original must be safe, identifiable and capable of being located promptly.

Communication

Your executor should know that he or she has been appointed, and your closest relatives should know
who the executor is. A will should not be hidden so completely that the people who need to act cannot find
it.

Review and replacement

You may change your will while you still have capacity. In local guidance, marriage is treated as a major
trigger because an earlier will may become void in limited circumstances, while divorce does not
automatically void the will. A new will or a properly executed codicil is usually the safer route.

Safe review triggers

Review your will after marriage, divorce or separation, the birth or adoption of a child, the death of an executor or
beneficiary, the acquisition or sale of land, a major increase in savings, migration, or the start or sale of a
business.
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What happens after death?

The court process depends in part on whether there is a valid will and whether a suitable executor is
ready to act.

Step 1 A death occurs and the original will and death certificate are located.

Step 2 If there is a valid will, the named executor generally seeks a grant of probate. If there is no will, or
P no executor can act, a suitable person may seek letters of administration.

Step 3 The Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court probate rules set out required forms, search certificates,
P oaths, the will or death certificate, declarations and any supporting affidavits.

Step 4 The personal representative gathers the estate, pays proper funeral expenses, debts and liabilities,
P and deals with any necessary estate formalities.

Step 5 The balance of the estate is then distributed according to the will, or according to intestacy rules
P where there is no will.

Practical warning

Court forms, supporting documents and fees should always be checked at the time of filing with the Registry and
the Eastern Caribbean Supreme Court resources. Do not rely on an old checklist without confirming that the
current requirements remain the same.
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Estate planning checklist

Bring this checklist to your consultation or use it as a private planning worksheet.

[]

| have listed my main assets and debts.

I know who | want as executor and alternate executor.

I know who should benefit and in what shares.

| have considered specific gifts and the residue of my estate.

| have considered whether any beneficiary needs a trustee.

| have considered guardianship arrangements for minor children.

| have gathered full legal names and, where possible, addresses.

| have considered land descriptions, joint ownership and business interests.
I know where the original will should be stored.

I have a plan to review the will after major life changes.

Bring to the meeting if available

Title documents, identification, rough asset list, names of proposed executors and guardians, any existing will, and
any notes on special wishes or family concerns.
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Frequently asked questions

Do | need a will if | am young?

Yes. Adulthood, not age or wealth, is the better starting point. Once you own anything, support anyone, or
simply want clarity, a will becomes relevant.

Can | change my will later?

Yes. A will generally takes effect only after death, so you may change it while you still have capacity. Use a
properly executed codicil or new will rather than informal handwritten edits.

Do witnesses need to know what is in the will?

No. Local guidance notes that witnesses do not need to read the will, but they do need to observe the signing
properly.
Should I still review my will after divorce or separation?

Absolutely. Public guidance in St. Vincent and the Grenadines notes that divorce does not automatically cancel
a will, so review should be immediate.

Can | prepare a will myself?

You can, but a do-it-yourself will is far more likely to create difficulty through bad wording, witness problems,
unclear gifts, missing residue clauses or poor storage.

Where should | keep the original?

Keep it somewhere safe, known and accessible when needed. Local public guidance refers to filing the original
in the Registry as one secure option. Your executor should know where the original can be found.

What if | own property jointly or abroad?

The title structure and the law of the other place may affect what happens on death. This is an area where
individual legal advice is especially important.
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Next steps

A well planned will is not only a legal document. It is a practical act of care. It can reduce stress for your
family, protect children, preserve property and make the administration of your estate far more orderly.

How Odle Law Chambers can assist

« Initial consultation to identify your family, property and
estate-planning priorities.

e Preparation or review of wills, codicils and supporting
estate-planning documents.

« Guidance on executors, trustees, guardianship choices and asset}.
distribution structures.

e Advice on probate and letters of administration after death.

« Periodic review when your life circumstances change.

Contact

Odle Law Chambers

Adrian S. Odle, Barrister & Solicitor-at-Law
Telephone: 1-784-533-3848

Email: managingpartner@adrianodlelaw.com
Website: adrianodlelaw.com

Source notes and disclaimer

This guide draws generally on public legal education material made available through the Ministry of Legal Affairs /
IMPACT Justice pamphlet 'Making a Will in St. Vincent & The Grenadines' and on Eastern Caribbean Supreme
Court materials relating to non-contentious probate and administration of estates. It is intended as an educational
guide only. Current rules, forms, fees and filing requirements should always be confirmed at the time of use.
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